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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT (IFAD) 
REF: (A) STATE 203090 (B) ROME 14171 

1 . AL-SUDEARY, CHAIRMAN OF THE IFAD PREPARATORY COMMISSION, 
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CALLED DEPUTY U.S. REPRESENTATIVE IN TO DISCUSS RESTRICTED 
TRANSMITTAL OF FOLLOWING LETTER TO AID ADMINISTRATOR GILLIGAN. 
FOLLOWING LETTER IS RESPONSE TO GILLIGAN’S LETTER TO AL-SUDEARY. REF 
(A). 

AL-SUDEARY WISHED TO PUT IN WRITING, IN HIS WORDS, HIS POSITION ON 
IFAD VICE-PRESIDENCY ISSUE, SEE REF (B). YOU WILL NOTE LETTER IS MUCH 
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MORE DEFINITELY IN SUPPORT OF U.S. POSITION OF A SINGLE VICE 
PRESIDENT. 

2. AL-SUDEARY ALSO DESPERATELY WANTS THE U.S. TO DEPOSIT ITS 
RATIFICATION OF THE IFAD AGREEMENT. HE STRESSED HIS HOPE THAT THIS 
MESSAGE MIGHT FACILITATE U.S. DEPOSIT. HE IS ALSO CONSIDERING 
WRITING SECRETARY VANCE AND AMBASSDOR YOUNG. ANY ENCOURAGING 
RESPONSE TO AL-SUDEARY ON THIS LAST ISSUE WOULD BE GREATLY 
APPRECIATED. 

3. TEXT OF LETTER IS AS FOLLOWS: BEGIN TEXT 

DEAR GOVERNOR GILLIGAN : 

I HAD THE HONOR OF RECEIVING YOUR KIND MESSAGE THROUGH THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY IN ROME AND WISH TO EXPRESS MY HEARTY 
CONGRATULATIONS FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT BY PRESIDENT CARTER AS U.S. 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE GOVERNING COUNCIL OF IFAD. I WANT ALSO TO 
EXPRESS MY DEEP APPRECIATION TO YOUR KIND WORDS ABOUT MY ROLE 
IN THE COMMISSION. 

WITH REFERENCE TO THE POST OF THE VICE PRESIDENT I WOULD 
LIKE TO ASSURE YOUR EXCELLENCY THAT I AM OF THE SAME OPINION THAT 
THERE SHOULD BE ONLY ONE VICE PRESIDENT ESPECIALLY AS WE MUST 
ALL HONOR THE ARTICLE OF THE AGREEMENT. MAY I POINT OUT THAT I 
HAVE MENTIONED CONFIDENTIALLY TO ONE OR TWO PEOPLE THE IDEA OF 
HAVING MORE THAN ONE VICE PRESIDENT ONLY IF THIS WOULD SOLVE 
THE PROBLEM OF THE SEAT AND THAT SUCH PROPOSAL WOULD MEET THE 
APPROVAL OF ALL THE MEMBERS OF IFAD. SINCE THE PROBLEM OF THE 
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SEAT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN SOLVED AT LEAST FOR THE FIRST MEETING OF 
THE GOVERNING COUNCIL AND SINCE I HAVE NEVER SUGGESTED SUCH IDEA 
TO THOSE WHO ARE CONCERNED WITH THE PROBLEM, MY STAND IS STILL 
AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF ONE VICE PRESIDENT. 

AS U.S. IS THE LARGEST CONTRIBUTOR THERE SHOULD BE NO DOUBT THAT 
THE VICE PRESIDENT WOULD BE FROM U.S. FOR THIS REASON I WOULD LIKE 
TO ASSURE YOUR EXCELLENCY THAT I WOULD ONLY APPOINT A VICE PRESIDENT 
WHO WOULD BE ENDORSED FULLY BY U.S. GOVERNMENT AND WOULD BE HAPPY 
TO DISCUSS THE SELECTION OF THE MOST APPROPRIATE CANDIDATE 
SHORTLY BEFORE OR AFTER THE MEETING OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL. 

MAY I ALSO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SEEK YOUR ASSISTANCE IN THE 
RATIFICATION OF IFAD AGREEMENT BY U.S. WHOSE GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION 
AND 

ITS LEADING AND POSITIVE ROLE IN ALL THE STAGES OF IFAD ESTABLISHMENT 
ARE WELL KNOWN. NOW WITH RATIFICATION OF GOOD NUMBER OF COUNTRIES AND 
PARTICULARLY FROM CATEGORY II, U.S. RATIFICATION IS THE MOST 
DETERMINING FACTOR IN THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE AGREEMENT. 

MAY I POINT OUT THAT ANY FURTHER DELAY IN THE DEPOSITION OF THE 
INSTRUMENT OF RATIFICATION BY U.S. COULD BE MISINTERPRETED ESPECIALLY 
AS ALL THE NECESSARY STEPS HAD BEEN COMPLETED. 

I HOPE YOUR EXCELLENCY SHARES MY APPREHENSION THAT FURTHER 
DELAY IN THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE AGREEMENT WILL CAUSE A 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

HARMFUL EFFECT TO THE MOMENTUM AND TO THE IMAGE OF IFAD WHICH 
HAD BEEN BUILT THROUGH LONG PROCESS OF COLLECTIVE EFFORT AMONG 
THE INTERESTED COUNTRIES. IT IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT THAT U.S. 

RATIFY SO THAT THOSE WHO HAVE NOT DONE SO WOULD BE EITHER 
ENCOURAGED OR INFLUENCED THROUGH INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE TO TO SO. 

PLEASE ACCEPT, YOUR EXCELLENCY, MY HIGHEST REGARDS. 

(SIGNED) ABDELMUHSIN AL-SUDEARY 
END TEXT 

4. AL-SUDEARY WISHED LETTER TO BE HIGHLY RESTRICTED IN TRANSMITTAL 
BY CABLE AND ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW WHEN SAUDI EMBASSY FINISHES TYPING 
A CLEAN COPY. FOR PURPOSES OF CONFIDENTIALITY, AL-SUDEARY DID NOT 
WISH TO USE IIFAD SECRETARIAT. GARDNER UNQTE VANCE 
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